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Sir: 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action mailed on September 10, 2003. Claims 22-54 
remain in this application. Claims 22, 24-29, 31, 32, 34-40 has been amended and new claims 
42-54 have been added. Please amend the application as follows. 



TN THE CLAIMS: 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A fa.u - e tAn article, having a coating on at least a portion of 
a surface of sa i d faucet, said fauce t . CPmpTTSm g a coating consisting essentially of, in order 
a nickel layer; a fauce t subs t ra t e; and 

a coa t ing including a strike layer o n said fauce t substrate consisting essentially of 
zirconium, titanium or zirconium-titanium alloy on said snrfar.e, directly contacting said nickel 



an onter [[a]] layer on said strike layer consisting essentially of zirconium compound, 
titanium compound, or zirconium-titanium alloy compound rm -directly contacting said strike 
layer, and said outer layer is nncoated. 
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I hereby certify that the enclosed Response is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on January 12, 2004. 



Amy M/Spaulding 
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